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Demonstration of SGP Line Breaks in IIE Applications 
 
Fulbright National Screening Committee reviewers read dozens of applications, often in a very 
short period of time. Give their eyes a break by allowing for some white space in your 
Statement of Grant Purpose.  
 
Applicants are told in several places not to use hard returns in their statements. However, 
experimentation has shown that in the SGP, you do not seem to lose characters by breaking up 
your paragraphs with hard returns. 
 
See the examples on the following pages; note how the PDF view on p. 5 is easier on the eyes 
than the PDF view on p. 3. Ask Joy if you have questions about how to do any of this 
formatting! 
 

tl;dr 
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Applicant view: 

In this screen grab from a dummy application in the 
actual IIE portal, you see the paragraphs do not have 
white space between them; they end on one line, but 
the next line begins a new paragraph. 

This is because in the original Word document, the 
author was using an automatic setting that added a 
space after paragraph breaks, but copying and pasting 
from Word into the text box did NOT preserve that 
formatting, leaving the SGP here looking a bit squished. 
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Reader View: 

This screen grab shows the reviewer PDF of the essay 
on the prior page. As in the text field, the paragraphs 
are still squished together, making it hard to read. 

Note that there is an odd line break at the bottom of 
the page, cutting a sentence off and continuing it on 
the second page. This is not related to the line breaks. 
It is happening on most applications and there doesn’t 
seem to be a workaround.  ¯\_(ツ)_/¯ 
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Applicant view: 

In this screen grab from a dummy application in the 
actual IIE portal, you see the paragraphs have white 
space between them. 

This is because in the original Word document, the 
author manually added line breaks by hitting “enter” 
between paragraphs; copying and pasting from Word 
into the portal’s text box preserved that formatting, 
leaving some nice white space in this SGP. 
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Reader View: 

This screen grab shows the reviewer PDF of the essay 
on the prior page. The white space/line breaks are 
maintained here even when converted to PDF.  

There is still an odd line break at the bottom of the 
page, cutting a sentence off and continuing it on the 
second page.  ¯\_(ツ)_/¯ 

No National Screening Committee reviewers were harmed in the making of this handout. 


